	Incredible Stories  |  Stage 5  |  English


	Summary
	Duration

	
	Sample term

6-10 weeks


	Unit overview
	Incredible Stories

	The​ unifying​ theme​ of​ this​ unit​ is​ telling​ stories.​ It​​ has​ a​ particular​ focus​ on;​ how​ different​ textual​ forms​ shape​ meaning,​ developing​ voice​ in​ creative​ writing​ and​ sustainable​ communities.​  The​ core​ text​ for​ this​ unit​ is​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ (Giramondo,​ 2013).​ The​ unit​ contains​ four​ main​ sections:​

What​ is​ a​ story?​

Students​ take​ a​ close​ look​ at​ what​ a​ story​ is​ and​ why​​ storytelling​ is​ an​ important​ vehicle​ for​ intercultural​ understanding​ and​ building​ sustainable​ communities.​ The​ students​ are​ encouraged​ to​ evaluate​ and​ express​ their​ own​ stories.​ The​ focus​ of​ this​ section​ is​ on​ speaking​ and​ listening​ tasks.​

Michael's​ Story​
​Students​ complete​ a​ close​ study​ of​ the​ text​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ (Giramondo,​ 2013)​ focussing​ on​ the​ main​ character​ Michael.​ Students​ engage​ in​ comprehension,​ critical​ literacy​ and​ visual​ representation​ tasks.​ The​ focus​ of​ this​ section​ is​ learning​ to​ identify​ and​ analyse​ literary​ techniques​.

Community​ Stories​
Students​ compare​ and​ contrast​ the​ community​ stories​ told​ in​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ with​ the​ community​ stories​ told​ in​ the​ web​ documentary​ 'Welcome​ to​ Pine​ Point'.​ The​ focus​ of​ this​ section​ is​ comparing​ how​ meaning​ is​ shaped​ by​ different​ textual​ forms.

Your​ Story​
Students reflect​ on​ what​ they​ have​ learned​ about​ the​ vignette​ form​​ through​ their​ study​​ of​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ and​ build​ on​ their creative​ writing​ skills. The​ focus​ of​ this​ ssection​ is​ on​ developing​ creative​ writing​ skills​ such​ as​​ the​ framing​ of​ a​ narrative​ through​ the​ voice​ of​ the​ central​ character​ and​ the​ use​ of​ imagery​ in​ written​ expression.
	


	Outcomes
	Assessment overview 

	English K-10

· EN5‑1A  responds to and composes increasingly sophisticated and sustained texts for understanding, interpretation, critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure

· EN5‑2A  effectively uses and critically assesses a wide range of processes, skills, strategies and knowledge for responding to and composing a wide range of texts in different media and technologies

· EN5‑3B  selects and uses language forms, features and structures of texts appropriate to a range of purposes, audiences and contexts, describing and explaining their effects on meaning

· EN5‑4B effectively transfers knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts into new and different contexts

· EN5‑5C thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically about information and increasingly complex ideas and arguments to respond to and compose texts in a range of contexts

· EN5‑6C investigates the relationships between and among texts

· EN5‑7D understands and evaluates the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds

· EN5‑8D questions, challenges and evaluates cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning

· EN5‑9E purposefully reflects on, assesses and adapts their individual and collaborative skills with increasing independence and effectiveness
	Students​ write​ a​ portfolio​ of​ 5-10​ vignettes​ on​ the​ theme​ 'Myself​ and​ My​ Place'.​ Students​ then​ write​ an​ accompanying​ evaluation​ of​ how​ they​ have​ used​ the​ form​ of​ the​ vignette​ to​ shape​ the​ reader's​ understanding​ o​f​ their​ story.


	Content
	Teaching, learning and assessment 
	Resources 

	Stage 5 - Outcome 7

Engage personally with texts

· explore and reflect on their own values in relation to the values expressed and explored in texts [image: image1.png]



· reflect on personal experience and broadening views of the world by responding to the ideas and arguments of others with increasingly complex ideas and arguments of their own [image: image2.png]#ﬂ-



 [image: image3.png]



Develop and apply contextual knowledge

· evaluate the ways personal perspective and language choices affect meaning and can be shaped by social, cultural and historical influences

· understand that people's evaluations of texts are influenced by their value systems, the context and the purpose and mode of communication (ACELA1565) [image: image4.png]#ﬂ-
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· explore and reflect on personal understanding of the world and significant human experience gained from interpreting various representations of life matters in texts (ACELT1635) [image: image6.png]
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· evaluate the social, moral and ethical positions represented in texts (ACELT1812) [image: image9.png]#ﬂ-



 [image: image10.png]



	What is a story?
 

Class discussion:
What is a story?

What are the different ways that people tell stories?

How do people in your family/community/friendship group tell stories?

What is your favourite way of telling a story?

Who is the best storyteller you know? Why are they so good at telling stories?

How do people Change their storytelling for different audiences? Give some examples.

In your opinion, what makes a good story? Imagine you have been asked to give advice​ to an aspiring storytelling.

Teacher to brainstorm ideas about good and poor storytelling technique on the board with students. Students copy.

 

Writing Reflection:
What​ makes​ good​ stories​ and​ why​ are​ they​ so​ important?

​

Viewing​ and​ Responding
Students watch 'My​ Dreaming'​ and​ 'Where​ is​ my​ story' and answer the reflection questions on​ the​ accompanying​ worksheets.

(Questions and videos taken from the Australian Centre for the Moving Image website).
	All​ resouces​ are​ downloadable​ from​ the​ Incredible​ Stories​ Website.​

​​

Find​ this​ resouce:​
​Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ What​ is​ a​ story?
 

​​Video One: My Dreaming
Jade didn't listen to the stories of her older relatives when she was young. Now she regrets not listening. She talks of the value of family oral history and the importance of stories in providing us with a sense of identity. Jade draws links between identity, childhood experiences and family connection.

http://generator.acmi.net.au/education-themes/power-stories/why-do-we-create-stories/my-dreaming
​

​Worksheet:​ 'My​ Dreaming​' Reflection​ Questions​

 

Video Two: ‘Where is my story’?
Julian, a social worker, describes the effect the Holocaust had on his family, in particular their inability to talk about their experiences. He now yearns for his family's stories, and to compensate he records the stories of others. Where is My Story? is a powerful introduction to the importance of storytelling and its links with identity.

http://generator.acmi.net.au/education-themes/power-stories/why-do-we-create-stories/where-my-story ​ ​

Worksheet:​ 'Where​ is​ my​ story?'​ Reflection​ Questions

	Stage 5 - Outcome 7

Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features

· analyse the ways in which creative and imaginative texts can explore human experience, universal themes and social contexts [image: image11.png]#ﬂ-




· use and analyse increasingly complex language features to present a viewpoint on issues such as environmental and social sustainability [image: image12.png]
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Respond to and compose texts

· explore and analyse ethical positions on a current issue, including the values and/or principles involved, in digital communication forums [image: image14.png]#ﬂ-
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· respond to and compose sustained imaginative, creative and critical texts that represent aspects of their expanding personal and public worlds, for a wide range of purposes, including for enjoyment and pleasure

Stage 5 - Outcome 4

Engage personally with texts

· appreciate and value the ways language concepts, ideas and information can be shaped and transformed for new and different contexts

· analyse texts from familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and discuss and evaluate their content and the appeal of an individual author's literary style (ACELT1636) [image: image17.png]#ﬂ-




Develop and apply contextual knowledge

· apply existing knowledge, skills and understanding about language to access and express increasingly complex information and ideas for new purposes, audiences and contexts

Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features

· evaluate how particular forms and features of language and structures of texts can be adapted, synthesised and transformed for new and different purposes, audiences and contexts

· examine and evaluate the cohesion of syntax and content in familiar and unfamiliar texts

Respond to and compose texts

· creatively adapt texts into different forms, structures, modes and media for different purposes, audiences and contexts and explain the differences emerging as a result of such adaptations [image: image18.png]#ﬂ-




· recognise different uses of visual texts, media and multimedia, including the internet, eg browsing the web to locate information, using the internet to communicate socially or professionally, watching a documentary to gain knowledge and/or pleasure
	Listening task
Listen to Nikiesha Perez tell her story ‘The Special Menu’. The special menu is one of many community stories by young regional Australians collected on the ABC’s Heywire Website.

 

Write/Discuss
What do​ you​ think​ is​ the​ purpose​ of​ the​ Heywire​ site?​ Does​ Nikiesha's​ story​ fulfill​ this​ purpose?​

How​ might​ a​ rural​ listener​ have​ a​ different​ perspective​ on​ this​ story​ than​ one​ from​ the​ city?

What​ are​ some​​ ways​ that​ our​ understanding​ of​ Nikiesha's​ story​ is​ shaped​ by​ its​ form​ as​ a​ podcast?​​ (tone,​ pitch,​ pause,​ pace,​ ambient​ noise,​ use​ of​ a​ narrative​ structure,​ etcetera...)

Do​ you​ think​ this​ is​ a​ public​ or​ private​ story?​

What​ are​ the​ ethical​ implications​ of​ Nikiesha​ telling​ this​ story​ about​ her​ community?

 

Listen again:
Students listen to the podcast again. This time the students focus on storytelling structure.

 

Nikiesha, like all good storytellers, has a well-defined structure even though it may not be detectable at first. Her story has all the parts of good narrative structure an orientation/​ complication/​​ climax/resolution.  The teacher may need to revise what these terms mean before starting this task.

 

Task
Students listen to the podcast again and write down what happens in the orientation/​ complication/​ climax/​ resolution.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ What​ is​ a​ story? 
​Listen to Nikiesha Perez tell her story ‘The Special Menu’. The special menu is one of many community stories by young regional Australians collected on the ABC’s Heywire Website.

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/stories/2012/12/3651432.htm

	Stage 5 - Outcome 2

Students:

Engage personally with texts

· evaluate their own processes of composition and response and reflect on ways of developing their strengths, addressing their weaknesses and consolidating and broadening their preferences as composers and responders [image: image19.png]



· value engagement in the creative process of composing texts

· consider how aspects of texts, including characterisation, setting, situations, issues, ideas, tone and point of view, can evoke a range of responses, including empathy, sympathy, antipathy and indifference [image: image20.png]#ﬂ-
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Develop and apply contextual knowledge

· interpret, analyse and evaluate how different perspectives of issue, event, situation, individuals or groups are constructed to serve specific purposes in texts (ACELY1742) [image: image22.png]
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· evaluate the ways film, websites and other multimedia texts use technology for different purposes, audiences and contexts to convey ideas and points of view [image: image25.png]



Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features

· review, edit and refine students' own and others' texts for control of content, organisation, sentence structure, vocabulary, and/or visual features to achieve particular purposes and effects (ACELY1747, ACELY1757) [image: image26.png]#ﬂ-
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· understand that authors innovate with text structures and language for specific purposes and effects (ACELA1553) [image: image29.png]#ﬂ-




· understand conventions for citing others, and how to reference these in different ways (ACELA1568)
· use increasingly sophisticated processes of representation to respond to and compose complex spoken, written, visual, multimodal and/or digital texts for a wide range of purposes and audiences, considering and evaluating the effect of the technology [image: image30.png]



· interpret and evaluate the effectiveness of information and ideas conveyed in diagrammatic representation, eg charts, graphs, timelines and surveys [image: image31.png]



· plan, rehearse and deliver presentations, selecting and sequencing appropriate content and multimodal elements to influence a course of action (ACELY1741, ACELY1751) [image: image32.png]
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· use a range of software, including word processing programs, confidently, flexibly and imaginatively to create, edit and publish texts, considering the identified purpose and the characteristics of the user (ACELY1748, ACELY1776) [image: image35.png]
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Stage 5 - Outcome 3

Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features

· evaluate techniques (eg contrast, exaggeration, juxtaposition or changing chronological order) used in spoken, written and visual texts to, for example, construct plot and create emotional responses [image: image37.png]#ﬂ-




· use voice effects, eg tone, volume, pitch, pauses and change of pace, for specific effects such as arguing a point of view or attempting to persuade an audience to a course of action [image: image38.png]#ﬂ-
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· use interaction skills to present and discuss an idea and to influence and engage an audience by selecting persuasive language, varying voice tone, pitch, and pace, and using elements such as music and sound effects (ACELY1811) [image: image41.png]
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Stage 5 - Outcome 9

· purposefully reflect on and value the learning strengths and learning needs of themselves and others [image: image43.png]



· understand the learning purposes, specific requirements and targeted outcomes of tasks

· understand and confidently integrate their own processes of responding to and composing a wide range of different types of texts 

Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· identify and explore the purposes and effects of different text structures and language features of spoken texts, and use this knowledge to create purposeful texts that inform, persuade and engage (ACELY1740, ACELY1750) [image: image44.png]#ﬂ-




	Informal assessment one:​

Speaking​ and​ Listening
Students write and then tell their own story about an event that happened in their lives. Stories should be between 2:30 and 3:00 minutes when spoken. ​

Listening and responding to additional stories on the Heywire website would be useful preparation​ for​​ students and could be set as a homework task.

Story suggestions for students who may be stuck​ (these​ are​ lines​ from​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now): ‘I​ never​ thought​ nothing​ bad​ could​ happen​ here​ and​ then​ it​ did.',​ 'McDonalds​ is​ the​ centre​ of​ our​ universe,​ at​ least​ for​ now.',​ 'When​ I​ think​ of​ him​,​ I​ think​ of​ that​ photograph​.',​ 'Sometimes​ its​ hard​ to​ find​ the​ words​ to​ say​ what​ I​ feel.'

 

Hint: The more successful stories will have a tight focus on one small event and a solid narrative structure.

 

Preliminary activity:
Students brainstorm/discuss their stories before writing them:​

What​ is​ the​ focus​ of​ your​ story?​

Plot​ your​​ orientation,​ complication,​ climax​ and​ resolution.

What​ does​ your​ story​ say​ about​ you​ as​ a​ person?​

If​ you​ could​ sum​ up​ your​ story​ as​ a​ statement​ to​ someone​ really​ important,​ what​ might​ it​ be?​

What​ motivates​ you​ to​ write​ this​ story?

 

Extension: Students record their stories and upload them to a class website or podcast sharing site. Here are some suggestions for free recording software if it is not already available on school/home computers:

Students can use the recording device on their mobile phones.

Freeware on the net:​

 

Peer Feedback
Students listen to each others’ stories and complete the peer​ feedback​ sheet.​ Students complete feedback​ sheet​ and​ hand​ back​ to​ the​ storyteller.
	 

Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ What​ is​ a​ story?​
 

​Suggested​ freeware​ programs​ for​ recording:​

​www.podomatic​.com​

http://www.stager.org/podcasting.html
​

Worksheet​:​ Peer​ Feedback​ Sheet

	Stage 5 - Outcome 8

· create texts to demonstrate their view of the world with reference to the texts of other cultures [image: image45.png]



· analyse and explain the ways in which particular texts relate to their cultural experiences and the culture of others [image: image46.png]
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· analyse and describe the ways texts sustain or challenge established cultural attitudes and values [image: image48.png]
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	Extension:​ Storytelling​ in​ different​ cultures​
Students​ read​ the​ article​ 'Storytellers Entrance Young, Old : Indonesian Puppets Teach Life in Shadows'​

Students​ answer​ the​ questions:​

How​ do​ Indonesians​ tell​ stories​ through​ puppetry?​

Research:​ Students​ find​ an​ article​ about​ another​ culture​ and​ thier​ storytelling​ practice.​ Students​ then​ write​ a​ one​ page​ reflection:​ 'How​ could​ you​ adapt​ the​ style​ and​ features​ of​ this​​ culture's storytelling​ practice​ in​ order​ to​ tel​l​ your​ own​ story?'

 
	​Find​ this​ re​source:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ What​ is​ a​ story?
'​Storytellers Entrance Young, Old : Indonesian Puppets Teach Life in Shadows'

http://articles.latimes.com/1988-05-29/news/mn-5582_1_shadow-puppet-play

	Stage 5 - Outcome 4

Engage personally with texts

· appreciate and value the ways language concepts, ideas and information can be shaped and transformed for new and different contexts

· analyse texts from familiar and unfamiliar contexts, and discuss and evaluate their content and the appeal of an individual author's literary style (ACELT1636) [image: image51.png]#ﬂ-




Develop and apply contextual knowledge

· apply existing knowledge, skills and understanding about language to access and express increasingly complex information and ideas for new purposes, audiences and contexts

· use prediction, speculation, hypothesis and paraphrasing as strategies for accessing complex types of texts with unfamiliar ideas or structures

Stage 5 - Outcome 6

Develop and apply contextual knowledge

· investigate, hypothesise and explain the ways a concept may be reinterpreted over time through different texts and media [image: image52.png]#ﬂ-




· research and explore the texts of specific composers, eg a novelist, poet, filmmaker or dramatist, considering themes, language techniques and similarities and differences in their works
	Michael's​ Story​
A​ focus​ on​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​

​

Prereading​ activities:​
​

Students​ complete​ the​ worksheet​ 'The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ prereadng​ activities'.​ Students​ discuss​​ their​ answers​ in​ groups​ and​ as​ a​ class. 
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story
 

​The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ (Giramondo,​ 2013) ​

Sample​ available​ on​ the​ Incredible​ Stories​ Website​

Coplete​ text​ available​ for​ purchase​ from​ your​ local​ bookstore​ or​ http://www.giramondopublishing.com/
​​​

Felicity​ Castagna's​ Website

​www.felicitycastagna.com
​​

Worksheet:​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ prereading​ activities

	Stage 5 - Outcome 5

· understand and explain the ways in which composers transform ideas and experience into and within texts, including consideration of their insight, imaginative powers and ingenuity 

Stage 5 - Outcome 2

· use comprehension strategies to compare and contrast information within and between texts, identifying and analysing embedded perspectives, and evaluating supporting evidence (ACELY1744, ACELY1754) [image: image53.png]#ﬂ-




· identify, explain and discuss how narrative viewpoint, structure, characterisation and devices including analogy and satire shape different interpretations and responses to a text (ACELT1642) [image: image54.png]#ﬂ-




	Reading​ comprehension
​Students​ read​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ and​ complete​ the​ worksheet,​ 'The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ comprehension​ questions'.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
​Incredible​ Stories​ Website​​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story​

​

Worksheet:​ 'The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ comprehension​ questions'
 

	Stage 5 - Outcome 5

· investigate the ways web and digital technologies use and manipulate visual images, hyperlinks, sound and the written word to create meaning [image: image55.png]#ﬂ-
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· respond to and compose texts that use inference and figurative language, eg symbolism and allusion, in complex and subtle ways [image: image57.png]#ﬂ-




· evaluate the ways inference, point of view, figurative language and alternative readings can be used creatively as strategies for responding to and composing spoken, written, visual, multimodal and digital texts beyond the literal level [image: image58.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· create sustained texts, including texts that combine specific digital or media content, for imaginative, informative, or persuasive purposes that reflect upon challenging and complex issues (ACELY1746, ACELY1756) [image: image59.png]
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	Visualy​ representing​ the​ text​ with​ IT
​Use the following activities to visualy present a vignette from The Incredible Here and Now:ToondooUse the​ program​ Toondoo to turn a vignette into a cartoon strip.​

​

xtranormal
Use​ the​ program xtranormal to turn a vignette into a video.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story​
​

Toondoo​

​www.toondoo.com

xtranormal​

www.xtranormal.com

	Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· identify how vocabulary choices contribute to specificity, abstraction and stylistic effectiveness (ACELA1561)
Stage 5 - Outcome 2

· apply an expanding vocabulary to read increasingly complex texts with fluency and comprehension (ACELY1743)
Stage 5 - Outcome 3

· refine vocabulary choices to discriminate between shades of meaning, with deliberate attention to the effect on audiences (ACELA1571) [image: image63.png]#ﬂ-




	Focus​ on​ literacy
Students​ use​ quizlet​ software​ to​ learn​ vocabulary​ and​ spelling​ words​ from​ the​ text.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story​
​

Interactive​ Flashcards:​ ​ Vocabulary​ from​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now.

	Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· present an argument about a literary text based on initial impressions and subsequent analysis of the whole text (ACELT1771) [image: image64.png]
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Stage 5 - Outcome 6

· research, analyse and explain the treatment of a common theme or idea in a range of texts in different modes and media [image: image66.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 7

· analyse the ways in which creative and imaginative texts can explore human experience, universal themes and social contexts [image: image67.png]#ﬂ-




	Focus​ on​ themes
​Guided class discussion​ 

Students to write​ down​ what​ they​ think​ are​ the​ main​ themes​ of​ the​ text.​ Students​ then​ rank​ these​ themes​ in​ order​ of​ importance​ and​ write​ a​ paragraph​ explaining​ their​ choices.

Teacher to lead a class discussion and brainstorm of the themes in the text.

Focus on the theme ‘The importance of telling stories.’

Whose point of view is the story told from? How will this influence the readers’ understanding of the events and people in the text?

What stories does Michael tell about his community? Why is storytelling so important to his relationships with other people such as his mother and his brother?​

Write
Students​ chose one vignette form the text and explain in one page why they believe it shows that ‘the importance of telling stories’ is a strong theme in the text.
	The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ (Giramondo,​ 2013)

 

	Stage 5 - Outcome 3

Engage personally with texts

· engage with a range of increasingly complex language forms, features and structures of texts in meaningful, contextualised and authentic ways

· analyse and explain how text structures, language features and visual features of texts and the context in which texts are experienced may influence audience response (ACELT1641) [image: image68.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 6

· investigate and describe the recurring features of particular genres, eg westerns or science fiction, focusing on their storylines, iconography, value systems and techniques [image: image69.png]#ﬂ-




· study and evaluate variations within conventions of particular genres and how these variations reflect a text's purpose [image: image70.png]#ﬂ-




· use appropriate metalanguage to identify, describe and explain relationships between and among texts [image: image71.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 8

· analyse and evaluate how people, cultures, places, events, objects and concepts are represented in texts, including media texts, through language, structural and/or visual choices (ACELY1749) [image: image72.png]
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· analyse literary texts created by and about a diverse range of Australian people, including people from Asian backgrounds, and consider the different ways these texts represent people, places and issues [image: image74.png]
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Stage 5 - Outcome 9

· understand and apply appropriate metalanguage to reflect on their learning experiences

· adapt knowledge of language forms and features for new learning contexts 
	Looking at the text more critically
 

As students learned at the start of their study of The Incredible Here and Now, the book is written in a form called the vignette. Remind students of some of the characteristics of a vignette:

· a short length

· strong images

· depicts a moment in time

· is a self-contained story

· has a lot of the same features and techniques as poetry

Reviewing poetic techniques at​ this​ point will help students​ to understand how they are used in the​ vignette​ form​.

 

Reviewing​ key​ techniques​ task
Students​ review​ the​ vocabulary​ and​ spelling​ of​ literary​ techniques​ using​ quizlet​ software.

​

Critical​ analysis
Students​ focus​ on​ how​ poetic​ techniques​ are​ used​ in​ The Incredible Here and Now to shape our understanding of ‘the importance of telling our stories’.

The teacher should go over the sample ‘what’ and ‘how’ analysis with their class.​

 

Informal assessment two ​
Students can do a sample ‘what’ and ‘how’ analysis of another vignette in pairs or groups and then another on their own as an informal assessment to be turned into the teacher.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story​

Interactive​ flashcards:​ literary​ techniques

Worksheet:​ Sample​ What​ and​ How​ Analysis

 

	Stage 5 - Outcome 8

· identify, explain and challenge cultural values, purposes and assumptions in texts, including representations of gender, ethnicity, religion, youth, age, disability, sexuality and social class [image: image77.png]
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· identify and analyse implicit or explicit values, beliefs and assumptions in texts and how these are influenced by purposes and likely audiences (ACELY1752) [image: image80.png]
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· compare and evaluate a range of representations of individuals and groups in different historical, social and cultural contexts (ACELT1633, ACELT1639) [image: image82.png]
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· analyse how the construction and interpretation of texts, including media texts, can be influenced by cultural perspectives and other texts (ACELY1739) [image: image87.png]
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· explain and analyse cultural assumptions in texts, including texts by and about Aboriginal Australians [image: image92.png]
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	Community stories
 

Class​ reading/discussion
​​Telling stories about community is an important part of The Incredible Here and Now.

As a class reread the first vignette, ‘West’.

How does this vignette reveal what Michael feels about his community?

What are some of the traits of his community either implied or stated?

How does this vignette give us insights into the other ways that people see Michael’s community?

How is Michael, through telling his story able to speak back to the ways that others see his community?

What poetic techniques are used in this vignette?
	The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ (Giramondo,​ 2013)

	Stage 5 - Outcome 6

· create imaginative texts that make relevant thematic and intertextual connections with other texts (ACELT1644, ACELT1773) [image: image94.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 5

· understand how language use can have inclusive and exclusive social effects, and can empower or disempower people (ACELA1551, ACELA1564) [image: image95.png]#ﬂ-
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· formulate, develop and express their own ideas and beliefs creatively, thoughtfully, positively and confidently on issues such as sustainable patterns of living [image: image98.png]#ﬂ-
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Stage 5 - Outcome 3

· compose and respond to a wide range of visual texts, eg picture books, graphic novels and films, using a range of appropriate techniques and metalanguage

Stage 5 - Outcome 2

· value engagement in the creative process of composing texts

· consider how aspects of texts, including characterisation, setting, situations, issues, ideas, tone and point of view, can evoke a range of responses, including empathy, sympathy, antipathy and indifference [image: image100.png]#ﬂ-
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· use a range of software, including word processing programs, confidently, flexibly and imaginatively to create, edit and publish texts, considering the identified purpose and the characteristics of the user (ACELY1748, ACELY1776) [image: image102.png]
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	Writing and representing
Students write their own vignette about their community.​

 

Preliminary activity
Make a visual brainstorm of your community.

This can be done by:

cutting and pasting images and words from magazines and newspapers (local magazines and newspapers could be very helpful here).

Create a photostream, online collage or webpage. ​

 

Hint:​ ​The images and words don’t have to be a literal representation of the students’ community but they do need to show what the student understands the community values, believes, is known for etcetera.

Students should write an accompanying paragraph explaining their choices.​

​

Creative​ Writing
Students​ write​ their​ own vignette:

Students use their visual brainstorm as a basis for writing their own vignette.

Students must use the following features of a vignette:

· a short length

· strong images

· depicts a moment in time

· is a self-contained story​

· has a lot of the same features and techniques as poetry
	​Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ story​
 

freeware​ for​ makin​g​ visual​ collages:​

http://www.imagechef.com/
​http://www.photovisi.com/

	Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· analyse ideas, information, perspectives, contexts and ideologies and the ways they are presented in increasingly demanding, sustained imaginative, informative and persuasive texts [image: image104.png]#ﬂ-




· investigate and experiment with the ways irony, sarcasm and ridicule can be used to expose, denounce and deride, and how these shape responses [image: image105.png]#ﬂ-




· analyse and explain the use of symbols, icons and myth in still and moving images and how these augment meaning (ACELA1560) [image: image106.png]
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· explore and explain the combinations of language and visual choices that authors make to present information, opinions and perspectives in different texts (ACELY1745) [image: image108.png]
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· evaluate the impact on audiences of different choices in the representation of still and moving images (ACELA1572) [image: image110.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 2

· understand and apply a wide range of reading strategies to enhance comprehension and learning for a range of print, multimodal and digital texts [image: image111.png]



Stage 5 - Outcome 3

· understand how paragraphs and images can be arranged for different purposes purpose, audiences, perspectives and stylistic effects (ACELA1567)
Stage 5 - Outcome 4

· recognise different uses of visual texts, media and multimedia, including the internet, eg browsing the web to locate information, using the internet to communicate socially or professionally, watching a documentary to gain knowledge and/or pleasure

Stage 5 - Outcome 5

· investigate the ways different modes, subject areas, media and cultural representation affect their personal and critical responses to texts [image: image112.png]
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· compare ways in which spoken, written, visual, multimodal and digital texts are shaped according to personal, historical, cultural, social, technological and workplace contexts [image: image114.png]
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· respond to and compose a range of sustained imaginative, informative and persuasive texts which are increasingly demanding in terms of ideas, arguments and linguistic, structural, cognitive, emotional and moral complexity [image: image117.png]#ﬂ-
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	Comparing​ and​ contrasting​ stories​ in​ different​ mediums
​Compare and contrast the stories of community represented in The Incredible Here and Now with the community stories represented in the web documentary ‘Welcome to Pine Point’

Preliminary discussion:
Students should be reminded that a comparison shows how two things are alike.​ A contrast shows how two things are different.

Class brainstorms ways that texts can be compared and contrasted: Medium of production, technical features, purpose, audience, characters, content, etcetera…​

​

Viewing​ and​ responding
Students interact with the web documentary online and complete the 'Compare and Contrast Chart Graphic Organizer'

Students write an essay response to the following question-

How do The Incredible Here and Now and 'Welcome to Pine Point' present both comparable and contrasting views of their community?

Students must use at least 5 compare and contrast terms​ from​ the​ 'Language​ of​ Comparison'​ worksheet.​

Students​ use​ the​ 'Writing​ a​ Comparison​ Essay​ Scaffold'

 
	Find​ this​ Resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Michael's​ Story​

​

Web​ Documentary:​ Welcome​ to​ Pine​ Point​

​http://www.nfb.ca/interactive​
 

Worksheets:​ ​
Compare​ and​ Contrast​ Graphic​ Organizer​
The​ Language​ of​ Comparison​
Writing​ a​ Comparison​ Essay​ Scaffold

	Stage 5 - Outcome 1

· appreciate, explain and respond to the aesthetic qualities and the power of language in an increasingly sophisticated range of texts

· analyse and explain the ways language forms and features, ideas, perspectives and originality are used to shape meaning [image: image119.png]#ﬂ-




Stage 5 - Outcome 3

· engage with a range of increasingly complex language forms, features and structures of texts in meaningful, contextualised and authentic ways

Stage 5 - Outcome 4

· experiment with the ways that language features, image and sound can be adapted in literary texts, for example the effects of stereotypical characters and settings, the playfulness of humour and pun and the use of hyperlink (ACELT1638) [image: image120.png]#ﬂ-




	Your story
​

Reading​ and​ responding​

 

Stories don’t need to be complicated. Sometimes the powerful are the most simple.

In what ways is The Incredible Here and Now simple but powerful?

 

Story starters
 

​Students look at two simple but powerful stories of community and self. These exercises will be used to get the students thinking about how they can write their own series of vignettes about their community and themselves.

 

Read '10 honest things about Ty''

 

Class discussion
Like a vignette, this list poem contains a number of powerful images. Students discuss which images they find the powerful and why.

 

Write.​
Students write their own list poem entitled ‘10 honest things about me’.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Your​ story
​'​Ten​ Honest​ Things​ about​ Ty'​​

Page​ 27​,​ Deep​ Suburbia​ (Westside​ Publications,​ 2012)

http://www.byds.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=71&Itemid=68

	Stage 5 - Outcome 9

· articulate and discuss the pleasures and difficulties, successes and challenges experienced in investigation, problem-solving and independent and collaborative work, and establish improved practices
	Working Towards the Formal Assessment
 

For their assessment students write 5-10 vignettes. The theme of their vignette series is ‘Myself and My Community.’

 

Stop and Think: Before students move on to this final stage, students reflect on what they have learned about the vignette form so far using the ‘Stop and Reflect’ worksheet. 
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
​​Section:​ Your​ story​
​

Worksheet:​ Stop​ and​ Reflect

	Stage 5 - Outcome 6

· explain and justify responses to texts and widening personal preferences within and among texts [image: image121.png]#ﬂ-




· research and explore the texts of specific composers, eg a novelist, poet, filmmaker or dramatist, considering themes, language techniques and similarities and differences in their works

Stage 5 - Outcome 5

· create literary texts that reflect an emerging sense of personal style and evaluate the effectiveness of these texts (ACELT1814) [image: image122.png]
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· respond to and compose a range of sustained imaginative, informative and persuasive texts which are increasingly demanding in terms of ideas, arguments and linguistic, structural, cognitive, emotional and moral complexity [image: image124.png]#ﬂ-
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· evaluate the ways inference, point of view, figurative language and alternative readings can be used creatively as strategies for responding to and composing spoken, written, visual, multimodal and digital texts beyond the literal level [image: image126.png]#ﬂ-




· understand and explain the ways in which composers transform ideas and experience into and within texts, including consideration of their insight, imaginative powers and ingenuity 

Stage 5 - Outcome 3

· compare and evaluate how 'voice' as a literary device can be used in a range of different types of texts such as poetry to evoke particular emotional responses (ACELT1643) [image: image127.png]#ﬂ-




· analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a wide range of sentence and clause structures as authors design and craft texts (ACELA1557, ACELA1569) [image: image128.png]#ﬂ-




· analyse how higher order concepts are developed in complex texts through language features including nominalisation, clause combinations, technicality and abstraction (ACELA1570) [image: image129.png]#ﬂ-




· understand how paragraphs and images can be arranged for different purposes purpose, audiences, perspectives and stylistic effects (ACELA1567)
· refine vocabulary choices to discriminate between shades of meaning, with deliberate attention to the effect on audiences (ACELA1571) [image: image130.png]#ﬂ-




· create literary texts with a sustained 'voice', selecting and adapting appropriate text structures, literary devices, language, auditory and visual structures and features for a specific purpose and intended audience (ACELT1815)
· use organisation patterns, voice and language conventions to present a point of view on a subject, speaking clearly, coherently and with effect, using logic, imagery and rhetorical devices to engage audiences (ACELY1813) [image: image131.png]



	Preliminary writing​ activity ​

 

Class​ discussion/​ teacher​ modeling
​Teacher​ picks​ a​ vignette(s)​ from​ The​ Incredible​ Here​ and​ Now​ to​ read​ with​ the​ class. Students​ should​ be​ encouraged​ to​ discuss​ how​ these​ vignettes​ work​ as​ a​ piece​ of​ writing.​ Students​ should​ be​ encourage​d​ to​ discuss​ how​ it​ works​ as​ a​ piece​ of​ creative​ writing.​

Teacher​ and​ students​ look at how​ the​ vignette​ 'Coke'​​ works​ as​ a​ piece​ of​ creative​ writing​ by​ looking​ at​ the​ model  'How does it work?'​

 

Writing
​Students​ write​ one​ vignette​ to​ the​ theme,​ 'Myself​ and​ My​ Place'.​

Students:

Start by selecting a moment in time.

Brainstorm​ the​ images​ they​ will​ use​ in​ their​ vignette.

Do​ a​ rough outline of an orientation, complication, climax, resolution​

 

​Further​ help
 

Students​ read​ through​ the​ three​ websites​ on​ writing​vignettes.​Students​ write​ down 5 tips for writing a vignette.

 

Draft Two
Students​ exchange vignettes with a partner. Students​ fill in the peer review sheet and pass it back to the person who wrote it for redrafting.
	Find​ this​ resource:​
Incredible​ Stories​ Website​
Section:​ Your​ story​
​​​

Tips​ on​ writing​ a​ vignette:​

http://www.vineleavesliteraryjournal.com/vignette-writing-tips.html
http://anaphoric.blogspot.com.au/2011/05/how-to-write-vignette.html
http://writeanything.wordpress.com/2009/08/17/vignette-a-writing-exercise/
​

Worksheets:​ 
Peer​ Review​ Sheet​
How​ does​ it​ work?


	Enter your own title
	Evaluation 
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